
]l t"structions, commentaries, stories

Present tenses are common in instructions, commentaries and stories. The simple present is used for

things that happen one after another, and the present progressive for longer background situations.

(This is exactly like the way the simple past and past progressive are used together - see page 41.)

'How do I get to the police station?' 'You go straight on for half a mile, then you come to a garage.

You take the next left, then as you're coming up to a railway bridge, look out for a sign on the right.'

I put some butter in a frying pan. While the butter is melting, I break three eggs into a bowl and beat them ...

Chekhov shoots, Burns punches it away, and it's a corner. Meanwhile Fernandez is warming up, ready

to replace ...

So he's just havingbreakfast when the doorbell rings. He opens the door and sees this beautiful woman

outside. She's wearing ...

Note the use of the present progressive for slower-moving commentaries,

The Oxford boat is moving further and further ahead. And what's happening now? Cambridge are getting

very low in the water. Are they sinking? ...

,i1 :,r Put in simple present or present progressive verbs.

1 While the meat ..., I ........... the potatoes and

... them in cold water. (roast, peel, put)

2 Giacomo ... . Miller deliberately ... the ball away

with his hand. But the referee ... (shoot, knock, not look)

3 So he ... into the bar. And there's his girlfriend.

lil ;;,:T:Ti::::::::-:::i::::'::,li @ark ,a,k g.up,say)

ti:.jj, Explain how you boil an egg or start to drive a car. Begin'First I ...'

.: :: Write instructions to tell somebody how to get from one place to another (for example,

from the nearest station to your home). Begin 'You ...'

I li Write the beginning of a short present-tense story.
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more about present tenses

repeated actions Repeated actions just around the moment of speaking: present progressive.

Other repeated actions: simple present.

Why k he hitting the dog? lake's seeing a lot of Felicity these days.

I go to the mountains about twice a year. Water boils at 100" Celsius.

Write about two or three things that you're doing a lot just around now; and some other
things that you do from time to time.

changes We use the present progressive for changing and developing situations, even if these are

not just around the moment of speaking.

The political situation is getting worse. Children are growing up faster.
Scientists say the universe is expanding, and has been since the beginning of time.

Write some sentences about some things that are changing (for example, some of the

things in the box).

cities computers education the economic situation transport travel

TV programmes your English

not around the moment of speaking The simple present and present progressive can be used together

even when we are talking about things going on around other moments, not the moment of speaking.

This is common with when (meaning'whenever').

\bu look lovely when you're smiling.

\Vhen the post comes I'm usually having breakfast.

Put in the correct forms.

I Ihateitifpeople ...mewhenI...............
(interrupt, work)

2 1........... someofmybestideaswhilel ... inthe

country. @et, walk)

3 When Alice .......... about something, she ... funny

grunting noises. (think, make)

4 Our house ......... reallv cold when the wind ..........
from the east. @et, blow)

t
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more about present tenses (continued)

progressive with always We can use a progressive form with always and similar words to talk about

repeated but unpredictable or unplanned events.

She's always turning up with little presents for the children.

I'm always running into loanna in the supermarket.

The structure is often used to make complaints and criticisms.

This computer's continually crashing at the most inconvenient moments.

She's forever taking days of because of one little illness or another.

This government is always thinking of new ways to take your money.

ffi Writ" a sentence about somebody you know who is always doing something annoying.

NOTES

I hear/see; it says We often use I hear or I see in the sense of 'I have heard/seen to introduce pieces of information.

I hear Karen's getting married. I see they're closing High Street again.

Note also the similar use of It says.

It says in the paper thereb a rail strike tomorrow.

Where does it say that I need a visa?

here comes; there goes We use the simple present in these two expressions.

Here comes the postman. This wind! There goes my hat!

performatives Sometimes we do something by saying something.

Verbs used like this are called performatives: they are normally simple present.

I won't do it again - I promise. I hereby declare you man and wife.

I swear to teII the truth. I name this ship 'Spirit of Adventure'.

informal progressives Progressives can sometimes make statements sound more friendly and

informal (see page 291). Compare:

We lookforward to further discussions in due course.

I'm really lookingforward to our week with you and the kids in JuIy.

duration Remember that we use a present perfect, not a present tense, to say how long things have

continued up to the present.

I've been waiting since six oilock. (Not Im-tvaia'rysince ...)

, *\

)
I

{l
\

ffif-q:tt -
6' -'F-):rl

#''
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full sentences now.'

)
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()'

26 PRISENTAND FUTURE

'He's swearing in



Choose the best verb forms.

Prison death rates o rise I nstn larmingly

(eirctdttre correct verb forms for the cartoon captions.

A GOV|.RN\4F,Nl' COMNIITTEE' cnlls /
A U callingfor an investigation into the

number of people who 2 now die / are now

dying fuom natural causes inside the prison

system. It r appears / is appearing that because

of poor heaithcare and a sedentary lifestyle,

more and more prisoners a die / are dyittg

prematurely. The increase is not due to a rise

in the prison population or an increase in the

age of inmates.

A recent report s 
finds / is finding that the

average age of male prisoners who 6 die / are

dying from natural causes is 56; the average

for women is 47. In the general British

population, the average age of death

for men is 78 and for women 81. Death rates

are thought to be higher in prison because

prisoners i toke / are takingless exercise

and 8 eat / are eating less well than most of

the population. They " also suffer / are also

suffering higher levels of stress, and some

1o receive / are receiving substandard healthcare.

Although the government tl currently invests /
is curcently investing substantial funds in order

to improve prisoner welfare, the focus is on

reducing levels of suicide and self-harm, and

the expenditure 12 has / is havinglittle or no

effect on the more general problem of rising

death rates. r

'l sell I I'm selling this for a friend.'

Vr..-X/
*a{'. ?"i-(

..{\\.+
EEKiJ

f V /\\ (
\i.b \

#
Tu-t*rl .t

nJ I A

w.w
/4\r/

*'%?',
}J

(*-

'Things look I are lookingbad.'
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non-progressive verbs

Some verbs are rarely or never used in progressive forms, even if we are talking about what is

happening at a particular moment.

I don't like her hairstyle. (Not @)
I calledbecause I need to /alk. (xor ... @)
Many of these verbs refer to states rather than actions. Here is a list of the most common ones.

Choose the best verbs from the boxes to complete the sentences.

consist contain depend imagine include lack not deserve own

1 'Can you do me a favour?' 'It ..............

2 Thisjam ........... of50o/o sugar, 10% fruit, and a lot ofother stuff.

3 Ifthat cake .......... . nuts, I can't eat it.

4 I'm too good to you. You ......................... '.. me.

5 The soup's nice, but it ............................ salt.

6 Iwonderwho........... thatdog.

7 No need to tip - the bill 157o service.

8 L.......... youd like a rest soon.

appear concern deny impress matter mean owe recognlse

9 'Dont we know that man?' 'Maybe. I dont ........ ... him.

10 Do you know what 'incomprehensible' ............................ ?

11 We'regoingtobelate,butldontthinkit'.......'.. rnuch.

12 I'll pay you what I ........ ... you tomorrow if that's OK.

13'Howmuchmoneyisthecompanymaking?''Thatdoesnt ...........you.'

14 There ......... .. to be a problem with the train.

15 The police are questioning three men about the attack, but they everlthing.

16'I'vegotmyownhelicopter.''Youdont ...........mei

mental and emotional states; use of the senses

assume, believe, doubt, feel (= 'have an opinion ), hate, hear, imagine (= 'suppose'), know, (dis)Iike, love,

prefer, realise, recognise, regret, remember, see, smell, suppose, taste, think (= 'have an opinion ),

understand, want, w ish.

'I love you."I don't believe you.' tNor )

I doubt if the train will be on time. Who do you think will win?

I feel iti time for a break.

communicating, causing reactions

(dis)agree, appear astonish, deny, impress, mean, please, promise, satisfy, seem, surprise'

What do you mean? We seem to haye a problem. Your attitude sutltrises me.

other state verbs

be, belong, concern, consist, cost, depend, deserve, ft, hat'e (='possess'), include, involve, Iack, matter

measure (= 'have length etc'), need, owe, own, possess, resemble, weigh (='have weight')'

Who does this car belong to? I need help. 'I'm late'' 'It doesn't matter.'
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progressiye and non-progressive uses Some of these verbs may occasionally be used in progressive

forms, especially to emphasise the idea of change, development or novelty.

As I get older, I'm remembering less and less. I didn't expect to like this place, but I'm really loving it.

Some others are used in progressive forms with particular meanings. Compare:

What do you think of her singing? Whot are you thinking about?

I weigh too much these days. I got a shock when I was weighing myself this morning.

Iook (meaning'seem') can often be progressir.e or not, with little difference.

YLtu look / YouTe looking a bit tired today.

Smell and taste can be progressive when we are talking about the deliberate use of the senses to find
something out. Compare:

* This meat smells.funny. I (can) smell smoke

'What are you doing?' 'I'm smelling the fsh to see if it's OK.'

* The soup tastes wonderJil. I think I (can) taste garlic in it.
'Leave that cake alone!' 'I'm just tasting it to see if it\ OK.'

Feel (referrine to physical sensations) can be progressive or not, with little difference.

I feel / I'm feeling Jine.

See can be progressive when it means'meetl Compare

I (can) see lohn over there. I'm seeing the doctor tomorrow.

[€ Correct (,/) or not (X)?

i Of course i'm believing youl ...
2 rr4le're seeing your point. ...
3 Why is everybody looking at the sky? ...

4 I'm feeiing you're both wrong. ...

5 What do you think about at this moment? ...

6 She may rvin, but i doubt it. ...

7 Does this rnilk taste sour to you? ...

8 I'm feeling quite depressed these days. ...

9 I'm remernbering your thce, but not your name.

l0 \Ve see the bank manager soon. . . .

11 I'm supposing youcl like coIl'ee. ...

12 I think it's time to go. ...

13 John's aftershave is smellir-rg strange. . ..

14 Howmuch areyouweighing? ...

$:ll il

l'jr I

ll

il

'Do these shoes taste tunny to you?'

NOTES

use of can Cru n is often used with see, hear, feel, taste, smell, understand and remember to give a

progressive meaning, especially in British English. (See page 61.)

I can see Sue coming down the road. Can you smell burning?

I can remember when there were no houses here.

perfect tenses Want, need and mean can have present perfect progressive tses| need and want can

have future progressive uses.

I've been wanting to meet you for years. WilI you be needing the car today?

There\ something I'te been meaning to tell you.

-izg forms Even verbs which are never progressive have -lng forms which can be used in other kinds of structure.

Knowing her tastes, I bought her chocolate.

I got all the way to the station without realising I was wearing my slippers.
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more about the present progressive, going to and will

spoken and written English Be going to and the present progressive are particularly common

iir spoken English, ut *uyr of taiking about the future. This is because conversation is often about

future events ihut lv" can see coming, so present forms are natural. In written English, these forms are

less often used. Will is extremely common in writing, because written language tends to deal with less

immediate future events, when we do not see the future in the present. Willis also preferred when giving

information about impersonal, fixed arrangements - for example official itineraries' Compare:

We're meeting Sandra at 6.00.

The President will arrive at the airport at 14.00. He will meet ' "

pronunciatio n of going to. In informal speech, golng fo is often pronounced as /gana/'

This is often shown in writing as gonna.

Put the letters of the boxed expressions into the text.

A it will be B there will be C will be introduced D will be presented

E will be welcomed F will cast off G will cover H will play I you will be

I

4ffi

O ff,: il,fl ::;'T'* J*n 
*1*'i;

vessel (the vessels we work with

generally accommodate between

20 and 1 28 passengers), just enough

to be able to meet new PeoPle and

get to know them over the course of

the trip, and to be able to recognise

and greet all ofthe other passengers

onboard. Not so many that every

timeyou see a face'... be a new one!

On a wildlife cruise the vessels

have been specially adaPted and

refitted to accommodate guests,

since many of them were actuallY

research vessels in a former life. On

a wildlife cruise, 3... illustrated talks

and presentations throughout the

journey. These a... a whole range of

topics from birds and mammals, to

geography, history and astronomy,

and they s... by the onboard guides

and experts who 6... such an

important role in making your trip a

special one.

To begin with you 7... aboard

with a glass of chamPagne and a

bite to eat. The crew 8... the boat,

and once you are under waY You
e... to the captain and his crew.

Departures are generallY late

afternoon/early evening. Passengers

are free to visit the ship's bridge any

time of the day or night.

It is fascinating seeing how the ship's

course is plotted, and to observe the

monitors of depth, wind sPeed and

wave height! (Adapted from oceans

Worldwide website.)

ffi Put the letters of the boxed expressions into the text.

A going to be happy B going to be there C going to see D lt's going to be

E there are going to be F we're catching G we're leaving

I #5li,;"l[?Til;i- $l;,;"i,lX1llx l';:fli'il:Hlffi:;f?,:::::?f,li'J3'i,Jii&,'* t
in the evenings, and going ashore with us and answering our stupid questions when we land.

Tony Soper's a..., believe it or not, so the bird-watchers are s... ! And there's a terrific woman

called Ingrid Visser who's red-hot on killer whales. I can't remember the others, but I know

there's a marine mammal expert, and an astronomer. And we're definitely 6... whales -
lots and lots of whales, they've promised! Can't wait!

Well, must go and pack -7... a very early flight. Looking forward to seeing you in July.

Prepare yourselves for a long photo eveningl

Love from both to both

Jane
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shall and. will In modern English l/we will and l/we shall can generally be used with no difference

of meaning. I44ll is more common, and shall is dying out. (In any case, the commonest forms in
speech are the contractions I'll and we'll.)

shall n questions In older English, shall was used to talk about obligation (rather like should).

This meaning still survives in first-person questions, where shall is used to ask for instructions or
suggestions, or offer services.

What time shall we come round? Shall I take your coat?

Compare the use of will to ask for information:

What time will we get into London?

legal language Legal documents, such as contracts, often use shallto express obligation.

The hirer shall be responsible for maintenance of the vehicle. (from a car-hire contract)

@ eut in shotl or will.

I Where we go on

holiday this year?

2 Where I be this time

next year?

3 Sending out the invitations

..... be f im's responsibility.

4 The tenant......... .. be wholly

responsible for ali decoration and repairs.

5 ............. I put the kettle on?

6 What time .......... . I need to be

at the airport?

7 What I cook for

supper?

8 How soon .......... . we hear

about the application?

For other (non-future) uses of wll/, see pages 65 and 72.

NOTES

'llrc 
Ilircr shall, during rhc |srl1,l 6f th.nrrrrrg, f,c rcsponsibic firr: superr.r,it_rn ot.thc

premise-s, the &bric ancl the 
"r","rrir, 

tir.r.'r;lre. sali n frt,rn darn"rge hr)u.c'cr .li;;; ;;crtange of ,ln\ rort; ;rntl tht, hch,irioui,,f ,rlJ
J.)^"]:"lt usirrg thc prcmi'sq rvhart'vcr rhcir

:if"'11: 
in, luding propcr irrpqrl.isi.p 61

:l:,10.*'rf 
rrrangcrnclr.. Tlie I lircnlrall

,,rirKU g()r')Ljt or p.rv for rrll d,lrn3qc (irrcludirig

:::]U:",iI 
dnrnrgc) ro tlls Pr.m1,.s or ro rlrcn\turc\, hftings or L.()nlcnts arrd tbr 1,,*. 1,1.

;::::,:,,:111. 
I{irt.r sh:rJl n,r uce rhc |1c,111j5s.rur :{n) lurp{)\c o1hr.,. then that J..cril.ccl intlrc Hiring .\grccmcnt rnd ,hrll ,_, 

^i1",,','n"premises to be usecl fbr an
rr in,rnv, ;;,rtJ;;r:,a'1' 

unlawiul purpose

difierent forms possible The differences between the three main structures used to talk about

the future are not aiways very cie ar-cut. WilI and present forms (especially going to) are often both

possible in the same situation, when'present'ideas like intention or fixed arrangement are a part

of the meaning but not very important. The choice of structure will depend on which part of the

meaning we want to emphasise. In the following exampies all of the different forms would be correct,

with no important difference of meaning.

t What will you do next year?

What are you doing next year?

What are you going to do next year?

t All the family will be there.

All the family are going to be there.

t If your mother comes, you'll hatte to help with the cooking.

If your mother comes, you're going to have to help with the cooking.

o You won't believe this.

You're not going to believe this.

I
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be + infinitive: I om to ... etc

official plans etc We often say that something is to happen when we talk about official plans

and fixed arrangements.

The Prime Minister is to visit British soldiers in Antarctica.

Our frm is to merge with Universal Export.

pre-conditions The structure is common in fclauses, where the main clause expresses a

pre-condition - something that must happen first if something else is to happen.

Wed better hurry if we're to get there by lunchtime.

You'll need to start working if you're to pass your exom'

orders The structure can also be used (for example byparents) to give orders.

You're to do your homework before you go to bed.

Tell lenny she's not to be back late.

ffi Here are some (mostly) real spoken or written sentences. Use the be + infinitive structure

to complete them with verbs from the box. Use a dictionary if necessary.

assemble bloom continue deliver follow get through inspect plan report tidy up

1 Professor Loach ........ eight lectures on ciassical myhology next term.

2 On his arrival at the airport, the general . . . a guard of honour.

3 If we . . . providing care for homeless children, we need your support today.

4 Young soldiers quickly learn that a good breakfast is vital if they ... another

demanding day.

5 Anynewdiethastobesimpleifyou......... itforanylengthof time.

6 You have to know where you're going if you ......... the best way of getting therel

7 Thechrysanthemums mustbe planted right away if they ........ for Christmas.

8 The children ... their room before they watch TV.

9 In case offire, all staff........... in the front courtyard.

10 All visitors ... to the reception desk.

For the past form of this structure (I ||as to ... etc), see page 37.

For passive uses (e.g. fo be taken three times a day), see page 103.

ffi tmagine you are a parent who is going out for the evening, leaving two teenagers

alone in the house. Write three instructions beginning'You're to'and three beginning

'You're not to'.
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future progressive

We use the future progressive (will be ...ing) to say that something will be in progress at a

certain time in the future.

This time next Tuesday I'll be lying on the beach.

\bu won't be able to park here tomorrow; they'll be mending the road.

@ Wnat will you be doing at ten otlock tomorrow morning (or some other time, if you prefer)?

@ Write three things that you will certainly not be doing at ten otlock tomorrow morning
(or some other time, if you prefer).

polite enquiries A common use of the future progressive is to ask politely 'What have you already

decided?' Compare:

Will you write to Oliver? (request or order)

Are you going to write to Oliver? (perhaps pressing for a decision)

Will you be writing to Oliver? (just asking about plans)

S tvtafe future progressive questions to ask somebody politely:

> when they are planning to go shoppin g. ..Y.trf.*.Wl!.l.Vg.*.4p.g.qirS.:\gP.t:iI'S.i...............
I when they intend to pay the rent.

2 who they plan to invite

3 how soon they intend to come back.

4 when they plan to go home.

5 where they are planning to stay.

6 what time they are planning to have breakfast.

7 what they plan to study at university.

8 whether they expect to use the car.

"l'll be watching. I want to see

how professional liars work."

"Yes, I shall be watching and it

will be an interesting test of the

party leaders."

"l will be watching until the end

of the first question. When none

of them have answered simply,

openly and honestly, along with

millions of other viewers I will

switch off and then go to

the pub."

@o.rfi/r.gs frott rt websile tliscnssitrn befttre a British generd elecl'iut)
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future perfect

The future p efiect (l will have driven/worked etc) can be used to say that something will have been

completed by a certain time in the future.

We'll have finished planting the new trees by Wednesday.

This government will have ruined the country before the next election.

Here are some sentences taken from newspaper articles and reports. Complete them with

verbs from the box, using the future progressive. Use a dictionary if necessary.

drive drop host pass put on quadruple rise

1 When this year's competition in Nottingham is completed, Great Britain, like |apan,

... it on 3 occasions.

2 ln a few weeks' time, the fallen leaves ... from ankle to knee deep.

3 Frank, Mr Andrews' chauffeur, ... his boss more than 12,000 miles by

the end of the campaign.

If a traveller goes eastwards round the Earth, when he gets halfway he

through 12 time zones and gained 12 hours.

The decision means that annual government support for the railways

from well over €l billion to around €300 million in l0 years.

6 Within 100 years the human population

7 lf you do not weigh yourself for a year and you eat just an extra 500 calories each day during

thattime,you........... afull 21.8kg;ratheranastyshock!

The future perfect progressive (I will haye been driving/working etc) is not very common. We can use

it to say how long something will have continued by a certain time.

By next summer I'll have been working here for eight years.

I

$ Wria" three sentences about yourself with the future perfect progressive. For example,

say how long you will have been learning English / working / living in your house.

1 Bythe end ofthis year, ..........

2 By..'....-.
3 By..'......

Note: other uses These tenses, and other structures with will, canbe used not only to talk about

the future, but also to express certainty about the past and present (see page 65).

As you will have heard by now we are planning to open a new branch in Liverpool.

The worldb top skiers will have been stuilying the course all morning in preparation for the first big

event this afternoon.
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future in the past

structures When we are talking about the past, we often want to say that something was still

in the future at that time. To express this idea, we can use the past forms of ail the structures that

are used to talk about the future:

present progressive ) past progressive am/is/are going to ) was/were goingto
will ) would am/is/are to ) wqs/were to

I was in a state of panic, because I was sitting my Jinal exoms in two days.

We were going to start a business if we could rttise enough capital.

I had a.fbeling that things would soon turn dfficult.

So this was the town where I was to spend the winter. I didn't like the look of it.

'hidden in the future' Would and was/were fo are often used to express the idea that things were

'hidden in the futurei

She treated me like dirt. But she would live to regret it.

I thought u.,e were saying goodbye for ever. But we were to meet again under very strange circumstances

€=:l Write some things that were in the future when you were ten years old, and that you

could not have expected.
> ..l.ye.*r4.p.ep.qv.e..q.y.qq.?\?.r.!.yr:.\p.*.q*l.p.L.e\Y.a?,qr:..'r.ry.TIg*sg,

l: -': About 3O,O0O years ago, someone painted this picture on a cave wall. Write some of

. .?.*4.9?.-.Y9Y.e. .Y g*14 .9.9.,,, .... . . . . . . . . . . ..... .

.s
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news and details We often announce a piece of news with the present perfect, and then use

the simple past for the details of time and place.

I've found your glasses. They were in the car.

The President has arrived in London. He was met by the Prime Minister ...

Read the reports and put in verbs from the box in the correct tenses.

be clash dig fire have identify reach take

I PoliceinFrance ...........with

::: :::::: ::::::: :::J#X?i tif ;il "it 
"1L:"x,

2 An oil spill the Welsh coast.

The spill place early on

Tuesday morn

Police ........ ... eight suspects

in last month's Birmingham car bomb attack.

Six of the suspects

non-British passports as

The fossilised remains of a giant shark

found in Nebraska, US.

Scientists ........... up a

gigantic jawbone, teeth and scales

Find a news report with similar tense use to the examples in Exercise 3 (for example

on an internet news page). Write the first two or three sentences here.

'Mrs Dunne is here for your lesson,
Ralph. Where have you hidden

the piano?'

'I've never won an argument with her, and

the only times I thought I had, I found out

the argument wasn't over yet.'

(US President limmy Carter, talking about his

wife Rosalynl

'I've wired his electric wheelchair to
this control. . . . Wanta go?'

'Do I like vegetables? I don't know I have

never eaten them. No, that is not quite true,

I once ate a pea.'

(Beau Brummel, 17 78-1840)

\
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present perfect progressive: revise the basics

duration We can use the present perfect progressive to talk about actions and situations

continuing up to now. This is common when we talk about duration: how long things have

been going on. Compare:

Are you waitingfor a table?' 'Yes. I've been waiting since eight oblock.'

(Nor@)
Mark's studying engineering. He's been doing practical work for the last six months.

Remember that some verbs are not normally used in progressive form$ for example have andbe-

Welve had this car for ten years. (Norl'{Mtaringfhis-ear ...)

Howlonghave youbeen inEngland? (Nor@ "'?)

Don t confus e How long have you been here for? (meaning 'up to now') and How long are you here for?

(meaning'until when).

filling time We often use the present perfect progressive to say how we have been filling our

time up to now.

Sorry I haven't been to see you. I've been working very hard.

'You're all wet!' 'Yes, I've been swimming.'

'What have you been doing with yourself since I last saw you?' 'Travelling''

I

$ H"r" are some sentences from real and fictional conversations. Complete them with

the verbs from the box, using the present perfect progressive.

behave chase cry escape farm make sell tell talk

I For some time it seems that I ......... ........ to myself.

2 I............ ..... you for eight miles.

3 L........... .'... for the last 70 years and never seen anything like it'

4 I............ .. ' '. from myself all my life.

5 I............ ..... badly for two years, and you know it, and you dont even mind.

6 I............ ..... some inquiries about nightclubs.

7 1...... ...... . ' . . . cars for some time now.

8 I'll rub my face quickly so she doesnt see I .........
9 L........... ..... Veronica about that week we had in Scotland.

fi) Complete this sentence with information about yourself (true or false). Use the present perfect

pro9ressrve.
T

Note: permanent states We don't often use the present perfect progressive to talk about

perinanent unchanging states (see page 50). Compare:

'Where have you been?' 'We'te been looking at the castlel

Chedlow Castle has looked down on this peaceful valley for 800 years.

44 PAST AND PERFECT TENSES



simple past and present perfect: summary

sIMpLE ptsr I worked/wrote/drove etc

finished actions

r finished actions, no connection with present

My grandfather worked for a newspaper. I hated school.

r with words for a finished time, like ye sterday, in 2002, ago, then, when

IsawAnnyesterday.(xol@)BilIphoneclthreedaysago.
When did you stop smoking? (Not @)

e stories

A man walked into a cafd and sat down at a table. The waiter asked . ..

r details (time, place etc) of news

The cat has eaten your supper. She toak it ofthe table.

Bill has had an accident. He fell of his bicycle when he was going to work.

(srurra) IRESENT eERFECT: I have worked/written/driven etc

A {inished actions

o thinking about past and present together

I've written to lohn, so he knows what's happening now. Jane has found my glasses, so I can see again.

a news

A plane has crashed at Heathrow airport. The Prime Minister has left for Paris.

r up to now: how much/many; how often

I've drunk six cups of cofee today. My father has often tried to stop smoking.

r up to now: things that haven't happened; questions; ever and never

lohn hasn't phoneel. Has Peter said anything to you? Have you ever seen a ghost?

I've neyer seen one.

e already,yetand,just
'Where's Peter?' 'He's already gone home.' Has the postman come yet? 'Cofee?' 'I've just had some.'

. Nor with words for a finished time
I saw Penny yesterday. Shes getting married. (Not @)

B unfinished actions continuing up to now
(especially with be, have, know and other non-progressive verbs)

r to say how long (often with since and.for)

How longhave you been in this country? We've had our car for seven years.

I've known lake since 2005. (Nor ++rcwMe*)

IRESENT pERFEcr pRocREssrvn: I have been working/writing/driving etc

unfinished actions continuing up to now (most verbs)

o to say how long (often with since andfor)
Have you been waiting long? I've been learning English since last summer.

We've been driving for three hours - it's time for a rest,

DoN'T use a present tense to say how long.

I've been living here since lanuary. (Not @)
r to say how we have been filling our tirne up to now

Sorry I haven't written. I've been travelling. 'You look tired.' 'Yes, I've been working in the garden.'

. Nor usuALLy to talk about long, unchanging states

The castle has stood on this hill for 900 years.
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more about the simple past and past progressive

past situations that have not changed If we are talking about the past, we tend to use

past tenses even for situations that have not changed.

Those people we met in Paris were very nice.

I got that job because I spoke French.

past progressive for repetition We generally use the simple past for repeated past actions.

My father travelled a lot when I was young. I ran away from school regularly.

But we can use the past progressive for repeated actions around a particular time.

I was playing a lot of tennis when I got to know Peter'

It was hard to get a Jree half-hour in luly, because we wefe rehearsing non-stop.

,f,$ Comptete the sentences with verbs from the box. Use a past progressive (three times)

or a simple past (six times).

be demonstrate drink give go interpret play speak work

1 I got really tired last week. There was a big conference, and I ............... ..... for eight or

ten hours a day most days.

2 I'vejust finished 'Death in the Sandl That .......... a really good book.

3 At the time of the election, people ... daily against the government's policies.

4 In Shakespeare's time, only a few children " ' to school'

5 Jo and Carl had some lapanese friends staying at the weekend, and they invited me because I

... JaPanese.

6 Things were dilicult at home at that time. Her brother was in trouble with the police, and her father

, il;r;.,^i..n""rii.;.. :::l::1:]]: ...... usLatinressonsnverimesaweek.rheynever

, iltti'l".nl[1{""r. ortnn, -u', we were talking to who ..' in a garage?

' ":::l::T:iil:.::::.:TJ.TJff,";:ill;ffi;J' 
see us? rhe 

'ne 
wh.

. Read the text. There are twenty expression s in italics with past verbs.

Circle the ones that are used for situations that have certainly or probably not changed.

I first got to know my friend Alex, nearly 40 years ago, when I was living in Geneva.

I was working in a translation agency, and he had a job in an insurance company.

We mef at a party, started chatting, and found that we had a remarkable amount in

common. To start with, we were the same age - in fact, we had the same birthday.

We uzere both very tal/, we both had long fair hair, and we both played hockey.We

had pretty similar tastes: we both had vintage sports cars that we spent too much

money on, and we also both had expensive girlfriends. We both liked classical music,

we both sang in local choirs, and we both /iked parties that went on all night. lt was

the beginning of a long and important friendship.

'C'.1"1
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backgrounding We can make a fact seem less central, not the main'news', by using

the past progressive.

I was having lunch with the President yesterday. She said. . . (This makes it sound as if the lunch with the

President was an everyday occurrence * not 'news'. A good way of making oneself sound important.)

lohn was saying that there are going to be some important changes. (This takes the focus away from

|ohn, and puts the emphasis on what he said - the changes.)

progressive with always We can use a progressive form wlth always and similar words to talk
about repeated but unpredictable or unplanned events. Compare

My grandmother always came to see us on Tuesdays.

Andy was always coming round at the most inconvenient moments.

The structure is often used to make complaints and criticisms.

That car was continually breaking down miles from home.

lohn was forever buying one useless new gadget or another.

This is also possible with present progressives (see page 26).

distancing We can make requests, personal questions and so on less direct by using a past tense

instead ofa present (see page 290).

I thought you might like to pay now.

|t'e were wondering if you needed any help.

$ Complete the sentences with verbs from the box. One sentence must have a simple past;

use a past progressive in the others.

always bring always complain always forget always have ask

hope say sing think wonder

1 The Prime Minister .............. ........ me only the other day what I thought

of his economic policies.

2 My grandmother . . . . about the neighbours - they couldn t

do a thing right.

3 We........ ifyoucouldgiveussomeadvice.

I I ........... you might have some free time at the weekend.

5 In my last job, we ............. ........ meetings first thing on Friday mornings.

6 My maths teacher ............... ..... my name. It used to drive me crazy.

7 L.......... perhaps you and I ought to have a serious talk.

8 John ..... that he thinks Anna's in love again.

9 When my sister was at home she ............ us little presents.

10 I ............... ...... attheRoyalOperaHousetheotherevening, andthere

was this gorgeous woman in the front row ...

Q Correct (/) or not (X)? One sentence is not correct.

1 I used to have trouble buying football boots because I had verywide feet. ...

2 We didn t see much of Dad last month, because he was going backwards and forwards to

America most of the time. ...
3 Pete wasn t studying very hard when he was at university. . . .

-1 I was talking to the Governor of the Bank of England the other day, and he thinks we're in

deep trouble. ...

5 When my sister was in her teens, she was always falling in love with really nasty boys. ...

6 You know I was thinking that it might be time to get a new car. ...
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more about the present perfect

origins We generally use the simple past, not the present perfect, to talk about the origin
of something present.

Who wrote that? (xorWhoffitM)
Bill gave me this necklace. Did you put this here?

Whose idea was it to come here on holidav?

today, this week etc

With definite expressions of 'time up to now' (e.g. today, this week), perfect and past tenses are often
both possible. We prefer the present perfect if we are thinking of the whole period up to now (this often
happens in questions and negatives). We prefer the simple past if we are thinking of a finished part of
that period. Compare:

Has Barbara phoned today? Barbara phoned today. She needed some advice.

I haven't seen lohn this week. I saw lohn this week, and he said ...

Choose the best way(s) to complete each sentence: A, B or both.

I Thats a nice picture. Who ... it? A has painted B painted C both

2 ... on holiday this year? A Have you been B Did you go C both

3 ...Emma's first email today? A Have you seen B Did you see C both

4 Stop fighting, kids. Now: who ... it? A has started B started C both

5 It was a shock when the police ... today. A have turned up B turned up C both

6 I ... my appointment with the physiotherapist this week. A have missed B missed C both

7 ...those flowers? A Has Susie brought B Did Susie bring C both

8 Mark ... earlier this evening - he needs to talk to you. A has turned up B turned up C both

9 ...that glass? A Have you broken B Did you break C both

L0 L.. a really terrible tirne today. A have had B had C both

Write about where some of your possessions came from.

aa- aaq
lQ AQQ

Qtn trectr
r

'That's an excellent idea, Miss Jones. Who gave it to you?'
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tenses with since Different tenses are possible in sentences with since.

In the main part of the sentence, a present perfect (simple or progressive) is normal:

l\e've lived here since our marriage.

I've been studying French since last May.

But there may be a past tense in the time expression after since.

\\'e've lived here since we got married.

\\'e'ye visited my parents every week since we bought the car.

-{ present perfect is also possible in the time expression, to talk about continuation up to now.

\\'e've lived here since we've been married.

\\'e've visited my parents every week since we've had the car.

\nd a present tense is sometimes used in the main part of the sentence, especially to emphasise changes.

\ou're looking much better since your operation.

: Choose the right tense.

1 The company has doubled its profits since James ... as manager.

A has taken over B took over C both

2 The company has doubled its profits since James ... manager. A has been B ls C both

3 Sue ... much happier since she split up with Carl. A has been B ls C both

'1 Since the new baby ..., nobody has had much sleep. A has arrived B arrived C both

5 I ve been saving a lot of money since L.. the new job. A have started B started C both

6 We've all been eating much better since the new chef ... doing the cooking.

A hls been B wls C both

7 Everybody ... going around singing since the weather turned nice. A has been B is C both

8 The house has been much quieter since Helen ... out. A has moved B moved C both

1 My life has been very different since L....... (past tense)

2 My life has been very different since I've

. . 
, 'What s that?' 'I don t know. And I don t know who

.. NOTES

' . present perfect + past time expression The present perfect is unusual with expressions of finished

.. time (see page 42). This is because the present perfect is used when we are focusing more on the

.. present than on the past details - for example when we give somebody a piece of news. But the structure

is not impossible. Some real examples:

Police have arrested more than 900 suspected drugs trafickers in raids throughout the country on Friday

and Saturday.

A 24-year-old soldier has been killeil in a road accident last night.

British and American English In American English, the simple past is often used to give news.

This is less common in British English.

Honey, I crashed the car. (BrE: ... I've crashed . ...)

And some indefinite time-adverbs are used more olten with a simple past in American English than

in British English: for example yet, already, before, ever, just.

Did you eat yet? / Have you eaten yet? (BrE: Have you eaten yet?)

His plane just landeil / has just landeil. (BrE: His plane has just landed.)
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more about the present perfect progressive

progressive or simple? The present perfect progressive is normal rvhen we are talking about

temporary actions and situations continuing up to now.

It's been raining all week. Granny's been staying with us since Easter.

The present perfect progressive can also be used for longer, more permanent situations,

especially when the emphasis is on activity or change.

The Dutch have been reclaiming land from the sea for centuries

The universe has been expanding steadily since its origin.

However, we often prefer a simple present perfect in these cases, especially when we are talking

about unchanging states rather than actions' Compare:

I've been living here since August.

I've lived in this village all my life.

Lucy's been covering cushions all afiernoon'

An ice-cap has covered Greenlandfor somethinglike 5 million years'

Want and mean are not normally used in the present progressive (see page 23), but they can be

used in the present perfect progressive.

I've been wanting to meet you for ages.

I've been meaning to tell you - there's a problem with the central heating.

$,ii-l. comptete the sentences with verbs from the box.

analyse assume create debate design ensure predict run substitute want

1 Our statistics department has recently ... the last year's marketing

performance. (pr o gre ssiv e)

2 Right through human history, people ... works of art based on the natural

world. (progressive)

3 As far back as our records reach, people ... the end ofthe world. (progressive)

4 My friend Alistair ............... always ... that he is right and

everybody else is wrong. (simple)

5 For the last ten years, I ............... ..... advanced computer systems. (progressive)

6 It seems that for a long time some wine producers ... cheap wines for more

expensive ones - it's a very profitable business. (progressive)

7 The same family always ... this business. (simple)

8 Parliament ............... ..... the question for three days now without reaching a conclusion.

(progressive)

9 For nearly 1,000 years, Britain's island situation . . . its freedom from invasion.

(simple)

10 Since I firstmether, I ......... to askherout,butl'mtoo shy.(progressive)

'.$ii$' 
Write a sentence (true or false) about yourself, using the present perfect progressive.

'sF : Use a search engine to find some sentences beginning ,All through history,

people...'l Which tense is most often used?
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past perfect: revise the basics

use We use the past perfect when we are already talking about the past, and want to talk about

an earlier past time.

I tiptoed into the room and sat down. But the meetinghad already finished.
He found a seat on the train, opened his newspaper and starteil to read. Then a terrible thought struck him.

Had he turned off the gas?

1\'e couldn't understand why Ellie hadn't phoned.

$ Complete the sentences with the verbs in the box (past or past perfect).

Use a dictionary if necessary.

i affect apply check enclose obtain participate publish select

1 I........... forthe job,althoughlwasntsurelwantedit.

2 David & Davis rejected Martin's new book, although they........... three of

his novels before.

3 ]ones ... in two earlier expeditions, and was clearly the best person to

lead the group.

I sent offthe form, and then realised I ............... ..... the wrong photograph.

We did not think we would have an opportunity to see the match, but Penny told us she

... some free tickets and invited us to go with her.

The committee interviewed six of us for the job, but I was sure they ...........

the person they wanted already.

The fire started because nobody ... the electrical wiring for years.

The doctor told my father that working with chemicals all his life ............

his eyesight.

Complete these sentences in any way you like, using a past perfect.

1 I couldn't get a job, although

2 He went to prison for five years, because ...............

3 We were two hours late, because

, i Put the letters of the expressions from the box into the news reports.

Use a dictionary if necessary.

I
5

G

&

ffi" caller to Surrey council complained
F**%that the phone number he r... lor
their library was out of order - only to

be told that'0900 1800' were in fact its

opening hours.

A woman rang the emergency

number 999 to say that she 3...

in the local supermarket.

gF4" Lancaster man phoned the town hall

S*'a&.to say that the city-centre car park was

haunted, because his car'... to a different

parking space while he was shopping.

A TOURIST RETURNING home, who wanted

to get from London to Heathrow Airport,

arrived at Torquay in south-west England at

two o'c1ock in the morning. It seems that

she a... information at Paddington Station,
s... where she wanted to go, and 6... 'Turkey'.

A had been asked B had been given

i e naa replied F had requested

C had been overcharged D had moved

For the past perfect in indirect speech, see page 220.
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more about the past perfect: time conjunctions

not always necessary With time conjunctions hke after, As soon as, once, a past perfect is not

always necessary, because we are not going back to an earlier past, but simply moving forward

from one event to the next.

After the new government came in, things were very diferent.

As soon as Mary arrived we all sat down to dinner.

Once it stopped raining we started playing again.

However, we can use the past perfect with these conjunctions if we want to emphasise that the

first action was separate, finished before the second started.

After the ptane had landed they discovered bullet holes in the wings.

As soon as I had finished my exams I took a long holiday.

Once they had checked all my bags I wos allowed into the building.

use with when This 'separating'use of the past perfect is common wtlhwhen. Compare:

* When I opened the window, the cat jumped out.

When I had opened the windows, I sat down and had a cup of tea.

t When I phoned her, she came at once.

When I had made all my phone calls, I did some gardening.

Rewrite the sentences using when and the past perfect.

p I cleaned up the kitchen, and then I sat down and had a cup ofcolfee.

YY.Vpry.!.h?.4.q!p.q*g{.n.\\9.P.LI?tr9.ry,.1..rsY.4?.Y*.wL..49d.s..?*r.?f .?.qff?p.'........

1 I considered all the alternatives and then decided to sell my car.

2 We looked at eight houses and then we were completely exhausted.

3 She explained the problem, and then there was a long silence.

4 I paid for the meal, and then I didn t have enough money for the bus.

5 Everybody said what they thought, and then we voted.

Choose the best way of completing each sentence.

1 After I tried I had tried to phone her six times, I gave up and went out'

2 As soon as he saw I had seen me he gave me a big smile.

3 Once the dogs went I had been for their walk, they settled down quietly.

4 When I called I had called Annie, she pretended not to hear.

5 After I painted I had painted the kitchen ceiling I decided to stop for a rest.

6 When everybody voted I had voted, the results were announced almost immediately.

7 When Lttcy came in I had come in, everybody stopped talking.

8 When I sent I had sent the email, I realised I had made a terrible mistake.

9 Once I telephoned I had telephoned everybody, I wondered what to do next.

l0 When I got I had got home, I went straight to bed.

11 When I opened I had opened the door, the children ran in.

12 When they mapped I had mapped the whole territory, they returned to their headquarters.

Note: We don't use the past perfect when we simply mean'some time before nowl

Hello. I Ieft a suit to be cleaned. Is it ready yet? (Nor . .. fWl@ '..)
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past perfect prog ressive

use When we are talking about a past time, we can use the past perfect progressive to talk
about earlier situations which had continued up to that time.

.\ll the roads were Jlooded: it had been raining solidly for three days.

Slrc got ill because she hadn't been sleeping enough.
\\-hen I looked at the books, I saw that the frm had been losing money for years.

f" ttere are some sentences taken from books and newspapers. Complete them with
verbs from the boxes, using the past perfect progressive. Use a dictionary if necessary.

cry expect hold see sit think wait

1 She fetched herseif a packet of sandwiches from the counter and then came back to where she

) My next call was to the company that . . . some of my things in storage,
just to warn them that I was coming round.

And since her birthday, she ............ ........ more of Dionne than she had for years.

Olive ......... so many horrors that hearing the question she almost laughed

with relief.

It was the music that brought me in from the hall where I
Foralong,longtimeI............... ..... ofgettingoutofthatawfulplace.
Everybody was looking at me. And I simply couldn't explain why I .........

3

4

carry carry go on knit look photograph play watch

8 Police said that the two men arrested in Ireland ... several addresses of

-l

safe houses in France.

I .... '.......... ..... tennis for about five minutes when there was a very loud explosion
very close at hand.

At the big house I met the Oficer who .......... for me earlier on.

Shecouldntreallyrememberanl'thing,onlythatshe............ ........ asweaterand

then she had woken up in this bed with her nosy, bossy sister sitting beside her.

The rucksack and the rifle I ......... since yesterday evening seemed like

a ton weight.

Their affair ... for years before she decided to tell her husband.

Believe it or not, he was arrested because he ............. ....... the Houses of Parliament.

When her escape was discovered, it turned out that everybody thought somebody else

Put the letters of four of the expressions from the box into
the news reports. Use a dictionary if necessary.

A had been arriving B had been forgetting C had been hoping D had been navigating

E had been trying F had been watching G had been working

5

6

.0

1

2+

{ n illegal immigranr has been

,-€arrested inside the Houses

of Parliament. He r. 
. . illegally for

months as a cleaner in one of the
country's most secure buildings.
He was only discovered when a
police officer based at the House
carried out a random check on
the Police National Computer.

dq man who thought he was sailing along the

F4coast of southern England had to be rescued

by emergency services after his motor boat ran

out of fuel while repeatedly circling a small

island in the Thames estuary. The man, who had

only a roadmap to navigate by, 2... to sail from

Gillingham to Southampton. He told his rescuen

he ... by keeping the coastljne to his right.

ADRUGRUNNERwho
4... to pay offhis own drug

debt with one last trip was

stopped by police officers

at Newton Abbot station.

When searched, he was

found to be carrying

016,000 worth of heroin.
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this is the first time etc

firsttimeetcWeuseperfecttensesinsentenceswtththis/it/thatislwasthefirst/second/thirdl
onlylbest/worsf etc'

This is the Jirst time thqt I've been here' (No't -tttt

This is the second time you'vebee,n.late this week

flrtt *o, theffth job hehadhad that year'

i, *'o', on, of the worst meals I have/had ever eaten'

Complete the sentences' using verbs from the box'

*o ** o.st time r "\?Y9'fl?LY
well for months

for ages.

This is the best film we'"""""'
chamPagne,

It was the first time I """""""'
in love this Year'

It'sthethirdtimeshe' """'-"" : --^;
i'ilil;;rv I think'l Iu"1' Y".:::,t"*"
ti* *..U in Spain was the best holiday I " " " " "

this year'

b

1

2

J

4

5

6

7

8

9

This is the first warm daY we " " "

It was the first time she "

In the bath was the biggest sPider I

Thals the third time you " " " " "'

and I reallY didnt like it'

ever . . . . . . . . . . . ' ' ' '

in mY life

her boYfriend s familY'

,. ever ...

me the same questlon'

.

ask be drink f""l / 
---h* 

huu" t""t pluv *

Use a dictionarY if necessarY'

put the letters of three of the expressions from the box into the texts'

lwascalledupforwarworkon3TstDecemb.erl.g43andsenttoStirlinainScotland.
WeII, they said thev needed' y"':,t *:::^',0^'j::j'j,jj*;l;;j: ::{;y;;:'-;;:y[l'
Y:i!,::7,:;'l:2?,1:';:?'r,:"'f 

i Yiii:" 
"'in"ii'Iooked 

in our unirorms! BIue skirt'

kiaki tunic, brown 
'no'"''"*o'oi'n 

stockings and a hat that came over my ears'

"ltwasthefirsttimel'"'bymyselfinfrontofanaudience'lwasfiveyears
ord. rt was the ,.t,""r anr'rirri pruy'"nJi rrua to sing 'Silent Night'' They

pushedmetothefrontofthe".g;;;J't-'"^"aurigrrtlightonme,and
when I h"o tinlrr,"o 

"ttar," 
people stood up and clapped'"

on'j,'T":T":;;:il:?:x""alTlT#:;"T:fi :ij:$1i;:TH!ii
peasantsttt'o"gt'tt"taxesthat'f"yp*ii'rttaao'Richardllintroducedanewtaxcalled

the poil rax. ;lrffii];*"..i,n. was on the rax register pay 5p' It was the third

time in f"", y";;. ;;;t ,,r.h u rax 
3. 

. .. By i381, the peasants had had enough'
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C had been used

D had danced E had ft""td-a gun f huO seen tftote p"opte C t'tad sung


